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TO A 


Noble LORD, &. 


A 


My Loxv, 


1 HIS ſmall Treatiſe which is now 
humbly prefented to your Lord- 
ſhip, contains a full Anſwer to 
Mr. Hoadly's late Inſolent, and 
| Diſingenuous Remarks, upon the 
Biſhop of Exeter's Sermon before the Queen. 

I take the Liberty to give them that Cha- 

' racter, becauſe I think they richly deſerve it, 

{ ora much worſe, if one had a mind to affix 
ſuch a one to them. 


I muſt fay, it is not common in ſo ſmall 
a Compaſs, to find ſo many inftances of II 
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Manners, under a Cover of ſo much Seeming 


tation, under a Pretence of Truth and Sin- 
cerity. 3 


I am not at all Surpriz d, That People of mean 

Education and Abilities, ſhould be Impos'd 
n by rthe Deceitful Artifices of this Hypo- 
tal Auther, and made to entertain a good 
nion of him, and his Principles: But that 
Tour Lordſhip and others of the Nobility, ſhould 
ſo Zealouſly eſpouſe ſuch a Man as this, Abet 
his Principles, Propagate his Books, and ſet 
the Stamp of your Authority upon them, is 
What Amazes and Grieves all Wiſe and Good 
Men, who wiſh well to their Queer and Coun- 


fry. 


I will be Bold to fay, *tis impoſſible for 
any form of Government: to Subſiſt upon Mr. 
-Hoadly's Principles; and an Author like him, 
would have met with very few Palrous in 
any Republick or Kzngdom in the World, ex- 
cept Our OWN. | | | 


I will not trouble your Lordſhip with the 
Argument : But Refer you to the Book, where 
*tis handled to Purpoſe. Give me leave only, 
with all humble Deference, to Expoſtulate 
the matter with your Loraſbip, whether you 
can poſſibly Wiel it conſiſtent With your 
Honour or Intereſt, to diſperſe abroad a 1. 
| voi 


Modeſty, or ſo much Falſhood and Miſrepreſen- # 


TY 7 


void of Truth and Honeſty, full of Seditious 


Principles, Levell'd at the very Foundation 


of Civil Government, and tending to down- 


right Anarchy and Confuſion. Is the Power 
which Sovereign Princes claim over their 
Subjects Deriv'd Originally from the People? 
Are they Judges of their Adminiſtration? And 
in caſe of Miſ-Goverament, does ther Lie an 
Appeal at their Tribunal? It is plain then 
the Soveraignty is in them, and they are the 
Fountain of all Honour, as well as Power in 
the World. So, My Lord, according to this 
Scheme, your Peerage is from the People, and 
when ever you act Contrary to your .Chara- 
der, you are accountable to Wat Tyler and 
the Mob, your Honours and 42 ee and all 
the Noble Privileges thereunto —_— are, 


it they pleaſe to take advantage againſt you, 


Forfeited upon your Mal-Aaminiſtration. Thus 
you ſee, My Lord, your Coronet Sits as tot- 
tering upon your Head, as your Prince's Crows. 
And if you will be ſo Mean Spirited, to Sa- 
crifice your Honour and Conſcience to ſuch a 
Crude Vulgar Notion as this, who can help 
it? By the ſame Reaſon and Juſtice that 
they can Coerce the Prince, the People cer- 
tainly have a Right to call in Queſtion the 
Judicature of your Honourable Honſe, and when- 


ever it is oppreſſive to the Subject (of which 


themſelves are Judges) to lay it aſide. Can 
Four Lordſhip. ever forget the Violence and 


ndignity that were once offer'd to your 
51 Houſe 


9 
Houſe by theſe Higher Powers, when put 
A Padictk upon your Doors? And 22 
Lordſhip willing to ſee the ſame Game Play'd 
over again? Elſe why are you ſo Zealous in 
Propagating thoſe Principles, which apparent- 
ly tend to the like Practices? Is this the 
Avoy'd Opinion you're reſolv'd to ſtand hy? 
And have you Courage enough, when you 
are call'd upon, to own it, in Parliament ? 
Hold My. Lord! Tell Noſes firſt, and ſee that 
what your Cauſe wants in Law and Reaſon, 
it has in Numbers to ſupport it, elſe you 
may chance to fall under the Diſpleaſure of 
pour -Honſe, which is Inveſted with many 
Great and Noble Privileges, which as the 
Derive them Originally — the Crown, 10 
they have been always Strenuous in Defend- 


ing them. The Rights of the Peerage of 


Great Britain, are too Valuable to lye Naked 
and Expos'd to the Rude Attempts and Inſults 


of Men of Mean and Papalar Spirits; who are 


tor Advancing Principles in their Nature, De- 
ſtructive of all Rightful Superiority and Good 
Order in the World. Therefore, Pray, My 
Lord, whatever your Private Opinion be, let 
me entreat you when you come into the 
Houſe of Peers, not to be guilty of ſuch a 
Solecifm in Politicks and Good Senſe, as to 
ſet up for a Patriot of ſuch Principles, as are 
directly Oppoſite, not only to the Conſt itu- 
Lau of your own Body and the whole * 
| , my 
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dom, but to all Governments in the World 
beſides. RS 


Be pleas' d, My Lord, to conſider : Was your 
Lordſhip's Noble Family firſt rais'd to that Ho- 
nour by the People? Did the Mobb firſt Summon 
your Auceſfors to Parliament? And is that the 
Tenure by Which you hold your Baronage? No, 
My Lord, you know better: The Hiſtory of 
your own Private Famaly informs you, that 
the firſt of your Name was advanc'd to that 
High Honour, for Fighting Valiantly for his 
Prince inſt the Rebellions Barons; and the 


Honour of thoſe Days adher'd cloſe to the | 


Crows; and own'd no Subjection but to That. 
Another of your Noble Progenitors received a 
very Ample Reward for his Faithful Services, 
rendred to one of our Kings, againſt the Lan- 
caſtrian Family: And there are tome yet alive, 
who may remember the Unſbalen Loyalty of 
two others of them, at a time, when the 
People were exerciling their Abſolute Soveraignu- 


ty with a Vengeance: They then faithfully ad- 


herd to the Crown; and one of them attual- 
ly Loſt his Life in its Service: The other 
conſtantly attended the King in his Greateſt 
Diſtreſſes; and for his Fidelity to the Royal 
Perſon and. Cauſe, was deſervedly advanc'd 


| to the Dignity of a M— of this Kingdom, 


which Title your Lordſhip has the Honour 
to Enjoy at this very Day. 


Methinks, 
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* Methinks, My Lori, it will be but a very. | 
Aukward Relation in Story, that your Res | 
nowned * Anceſtors were rais d to the Higheſt *' 
Pitch of Honour, for their Valour, their Abi- 
lity in Council, their Loyalty, and their Noble 
| Capacities in every Reſpect, to Serve the 
Crows ; whilſt your Lordſhip, on the contrary, ' 
is Worthily Employ'd in the Dirty Work of 
| Scattering abroad Seditious Pamphlets, which 
Trample under Foot the Soveraign Power and 
Dignity of Princes, and Prepoſteroully Set the 
People above God's Vicegerents, their Lawtul 
Governors; nay which take the Power of 
Government out of God's Hands, and place 
it - Originally in the People's, | 
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Pray, My Lora, at your Leiſure, do ſo much 
| as Peruſe the Hiſtory of your own Family, 
| and Con over your Patent; Conſider well 
your Peerage, and u what Foundation it 
. ſtands; and then, I hope, you will find juſt 

CQauſe to Retract your Error, and to have no 

Fo Dealings with ſuch Levellers as Mr. Hoadly ; 
[ 
| 


or, with ſuch Principles as may lead you into 
Practiſes, which at one time or other, may 
coſt you your Honour and your Lift. This 
is a Caution, Pm fure, can do your Loraſhip 
no Diſſervice; and therefore, I preſume, you 
will not be Angry with me for it. There is 
no Way, but to Deſert ſuch Men and Prin- 
ciples, all at once. Tis better to own your |» 
Miſtake, than to perſiſt in it; and the moſt Þ 
certain 8 
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certain Way to ſecure by + Honoxrr, is by 
© 


ſtedfaſtly adhering to thoſe Principles of Lo- 
alty and Duty, which firſt advanc'd your 
Aceſtors to It: Whenever you Recede from 
Theſe, you Degenerate into a Plebeian: You 
may have the Cuſtomary Privilege of being 
call'd, My Lord, but according to your own 
Belov'd Principles, you have Forteited your Cha- 
rafter, and your Peerage is Gone for Mal- 
Aamiziſtration. Thus your Lordſhip ſees how 
Precarious a Title you have to your Peerage, 
upon this Mobb-Hypotheſis: This is what you 
get by advancing the Supremacy of the People. 
If the Right of Soveraigu Dominion be in them, 
you hold all you have from them, to them 
you ſtand Accountable, and are either a Lord 


or a Commoner at the Diſcretion of the Multi- 


tude. Thus, whilſt you are contending for 
the Natura! Liberties of the People, you De- 
ſtroy your own Privileges ; Leſſen the Autho- 
rity of the Nobility; Take away the Prerogative 
of the Crown; and, what poſſibly you may 
not deſign, make Way for a Popular Govern- 
ment, which I take to be one of the Great- 
eſt Curſes can befall this Nation, as we once 
knew by Woful Experience. 


And truly, I muſt take the Liberty to fay, 
the Times are now as Licentions as they were 
then; and 'tis a Shrewd Sign Men are wea- 
ry of their Old Conſtitution, when they are 
continually hammering out New Schemes of 
B Government 
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Government : Speculations of this Nature, are 
always very Dangerous to the Civil State; 
and certainly it cannot be Conſiſtent with 
Wiſdom and Good Policy to Deſpiſe and Over- 
look them, eſpecially when they are Counte- 
nanc'd by Men of the Higheſt Rank and Qua- 
lity amongſt us. It is not eaſily to be ima- 
gin'd, what can induce ſuch Perſons to Strike 
in with theſe Popular Notions, unleſs it be to 
Win the Affections of the People; that, in caſe 
of any Alteration in the Government, they may 
have the firſt Preferment. But after all, what 
is it that they thus Paſſionately Court? Is 
it Power? Have they not as much as they 
can deſire, already? Is it Wealth? Do they 
not abound in it; and is it not as Secure to 
'em under a Regal as under a Popular Go- 
vernment? Is it Honour? Have they it not 
from the Favour of the Prince ? Are they 
not diſtinguiſh'd from the Vulgar ? Have they 
not Titles and Privileges peculiar to them- 
ſelves? And are not theſe more Valuable than 
the Empty Applauſe and Favour of the Peo- 
ple, whoſe Opinions are generally Ill Grounded, 

and as Sudden and Variable as the Wind? 
And yet we ſee Great Men proſtrating 
themſelves before this Idol the People,” which 
having firſt Made, they Jgzorantly Fall down 
and Worſhip: For certainly that Devotion 
muſt be Grounded upon the Groſſeſt Ignorance, 
whoſe Object is purely Chimerical, and has no 
other Place, but in the Vain and Whimſical 
, Imag inations 
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Imapiaations of Men. The Power of the Peo- 
ple ſo much rever'd by your Lordſhip and 
others, is no better than a Wild Conceit of 
ſome Diſtemper'd Heads, who are always bu- 
ſily employ'd in venting their own Whimſies; 
and Men ſeem at preſent, to be in a Dit- 
poſition to receive them, as the moſt undoub- 
ted Truths, that will admit of no Contro- 
verſy. 


*Tis a very ill boding rs that ſuch 
Principles ſhould meet with ſo favourable and 
general Acceptance, and if the great Ones Pa- 
tronize and Encourage them, the Meaner Sort 
will gladly Receive them. They will be Proud 
of ſuch Examples, and there is nothing which 
can pleaſe the Mob ſo much as Adareſſes of 
this kind from their Saperiours. Thus to aſ- 
ſert the Soveraignty of the People, to make 
them the Original and the laſt Reſort of Power, 
is ſuch an Obliging Act of Grace and Con- 
deſcenſion in your Lordſhip, and others of 
Quality and Diſtinftion, as will for ever make 
your Names Precious among the People. Ro- 
ger, whom his Maſter De Foe has made their 
Repreſentative, will never ceaſe to Drink your 
Healths in the beſt Ofober, till he is as much 
Intoxicated with his Ligeor, as his Principles; 
and the Elegant Author, will always mention 
you with Honour, as often as he has occaſi- 
tion to revile Kings or Kjngly Government: 
For theſe both names and things are incon— 
B 2 liitent 
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ſiſtent with the Majeſty of the People, who 
want to Reaſſume their natural Liberties, and 
to wreſt their Authority out of the Hands 
of Uſurpers. How long your Lordſhip, or any 
of your Noble Order, may be of Privy- 
| Council to this Prodigious Governour the 

People, I cannot tell; but if you intend to 
keep in long, I will take the freedom to fay, 
you muſt ſhow more Dexterity in managing 
their Humours, than you have Reaſon or 
Argument in Defending their Title. Good 
God! That Men nobly Deſcended, Conſiliartj 
Nati, and in whom our Kings were always 
wont to 7 the greateſt Confidence, ſhould 
be fond of erecting theſe Popular Schemes of 
Government; eſpecially at a time when we 
have a Prince upon the Throne, from whom 
we have no Evil to Fear, but all the reaſon- 
abie ground to hope for Good þy Her Wiſe 
and Gracious Adminittration! Has not the 
Queen all the Reafon in the World to be 
Jealous of thoſe Principles, which do Evi- 
dently Undermine the Foundations of Her 
Government, and were once the Overthrow 
of Her Royal Grandfather ? And has She not 
juſt Cauſe to look with an Evil Eye upon 
choſe about Her, who are as Induſtrious 
in ſpreading abroad theſe Pernicious Anti- 
monarchical Principles, as if it were for the 
Safety and Honour of Her Crows and Dignt- 
ty, to have them Propagated and Support- 
ech? Why ihould fo good a Queen be ſo III. 
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Sery?d? Is it becauſe She Governs by Law? 
Is it becauſe She gives you all — can ask 
or deſire? Or is it becauſe She too much 
Lenity, and ſuffers ſuch I»ſolence to go Un- 
puniſh'd ? I would not have us'd ſo harſh 
Expreſſion had not the Queen's Majefly been 
concern'd, and I think all Afﬀronts that are 


Offer'd to Her moſt Sacred Perſon, cannot be 


too Hardly ſpoken of, or too much Reſented. 
Every good Subject may and ought to Expreſs 
a juſt Indignation againſt ſuch Men, be their 
Station never ſo Great and Honourable, and 
certainly the Authority of the Civil i 
ſtrate can never be more Worthily or Uſeful- 
ly Exerted, than in Vindicating the Soveraign 
Power and Dignity of Princes, from the Rude 
Attempts of thoſe Men, who ſet up the Peo- 
ple over them ; ay, and place them in the 
Throne of God himſelf. Men, who neither 
Fear God, nor Honour the Ming, but are con- 
tinually Given to Change. There wants in- 
deed the Spirit of a Phineas to Stay this 
Plague of Faction and Sedition amongſt us, 
which has already ſpread it's Poyſon far and 
near, and if not timely put a ſtop to; may 
Infect the whole Nation. 


Pray, My Lord, conſider how Inſtrumental 
you have been in propagating this Growing 
Miſchief: The Natural Effect of ſuch Princi- 
ples, is, to make People Uneaſie and Diſcon- 
ted in their Stations; and this makes them 

Fond 
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Fond of Changes, and out of Love with the 
Eſtabliſbment: Such People are always full of 
Complaints and Grievances, which proceed 
only from thoſe Perverſe Notions they are 
tinctur'd with, which ſerve only to make them 
Saucy and Pragmatical, Unruly and Impatient, 
Diſobedient to Magiſtrates, and Diſreſpe&ful 
to all their Superiors. 


For the Truth of this, I appeal to Com- 
mon Experience. The Inſolence of ſuch Men 
is not to be born with: They till maintain 
the CharaQter St. Peter once gave of them, 
Preſumptuous are they, Self. will d; they are nat 
' &fraid to Speak Evil of Dignities, And what 
Man of Honour or Conſcience, would ever 
be ſeen in ſuch Company? 


What I have offer d to your Loraſbip's 
- Conſideration, may, I hope, at leaſt, pre- 
vail with you, to give this Cauſe a Second 
Hearing; and if you can lay aſide Partiality 
and Prejudice, but for one Serious Hour; the 
Arguments in this Small Treatiſe, are ſo 
| Clearly and Strongly urg'd, they cannot 
fail to Convince you, that Mr. Hoadly has 
Groſly Perverted the Scriptures, that he has 
Wittingly and Willingly Miſrepreſented the 
Biſhop . Exeter s Senſe, that he has put a 


Maniſeſt Indignity upon the Queen; Set up 
an Hypotheſis, too Weak to Support the Weight 


of Civil Government; and which all the Hobbs's 
f Milton s, 
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Milton's, Kyox*s, Buchanan 8, Sidney's, Rights of 
the Church Men, and the two Dimocks of the 
People, Ben. and John Hoadly are uncapable of 
Defending, 


I have only to entreat your Lordſhip, thay 
if you ſhall receive full Satisfaction in this 
Matter, from the Book I ſend you, that by 
Way of Reparation to the Publick, you 
would ſend the Antidote, wherever you have 
propagated the Poiſon. 
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